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to 8pm but by having comic  
Susan Calman brought in as its 
new host.

That, and by having its format 
given a bit of a tweak.

Finally, if neither of those 8pm 
offerings excites you, may I suggest 
another, in this case a brand new 
ITV sitcom?

Written by Andy Hamilton and 
Guy Jenkin (the pair behind 
Outnumbered), KATE & KOJI 
stars Brenda Blethyn, the actress 
who’s made wearing hats trendy in 
Vera, as the owner of a seaside 
cafe, with Jimmy Akingbola as  
an African asylum-seeking  
doctor she strikes up an  
unlikely friendship with.

lots of scope for fascinating human 
interest stories, telling us the often 
remarkable tales behind the items 
being worked on, then you’re right 
and I like you a lot.

Would you like to come  
for Christmas?

Items featured tonight include a 
pump organ, a very special crib 
and a really quite outstanding 
bunch of tools – not in a Love 
Island sense but as in tools that 
once were used on a ship.

Over on BBC Two, meanwhile, 
there’s another show that isn’t 
quite where we’d expect it to be. 

GREAT BRITISH MENU is 
another series that’s had its profile 
boosted, not just by being moved 

you’re missing. Hosted by the 
charismatic Jay Blades, a furniture 
restorer with a cap he likes too 
much to ever take off, The Repair 
Shop is a series where things get 
repaired. In a shop. Not that sort  
of shop but a workshop.

By “things”, I mean precious 
family heirlooms, given a new  
lease of life by the show’s 
restoration specialists. 

If that sounds like rather dull TV 
to you, there’s little I can say that’s 
likely to change your mind.

Other than you’re wrong and 
we’ll never be friends.

But if that sounds rather 
absorbing, even mildly therapeutic, 
and suggests to you a format with 

Repair Shop actually is? Maybe 
you don’t, if daytime/teatime telly 
tends to pass you by.

Maybe you’d shrug with equal 
bafflement if I were to say Homes 
Under The Hammer or Bargain 
Hunt or Escape To The Country or 
various random things with 
Dominic Littlewood in them.

If so, you don’t know what 

I
T’S been daytime, it’s been 
teatime, so it’s high time it 
was primetime. I’m talking 
here (rather poetically, don’t 
you think? Oh, suit 
yourself…) about THE 

REPAIR SHOP’s slot in the 
schedules. In the three years  
since it started, it’s popped up  
all over the place.

And now it begins its fifth series 
in its most high-profile position so 
far, at 8pm on a Wednesday on 
BBC One. That’s quite something. 
It’s where Watchdog, for example, 
used to be, until the BBC gave that 
the chop, clearly satisfied that none 
of us is being swizzled any more.

I take it you know what The 

Prime time slot caps it all
Mike Ward 
previews 
tonight’s TV

DID YOU KNOW?  Actor and writer Mark Heap was born 
in India, to an English father and an American mother.  
He began his acting career in a touring company 
performing medieval and early modern theatre.

PICKS OF THE DAY 
Comedy: The Trouble With Maggie Cole, 
ITV, 9pm
The formidable cast this comedy 
boasts – Mark Heap, Dawn French 
(both left), Vicki Pepperdine and Julie 
Hesmondhalgh – help it rise above 
the crowd and we are on to episode 
three. Peter Cole is worried about the 
press interest following Maggie’s 
interview and the online petition 
calling for his resignation over the 
scandal. Meanwhile, Alex is greeted at 
work by two money lenders, who have 
found him because his girlfriend 
Roxanna’s picture appeared in the 
papers. Author Marcus Ormansby 
gives a talk at the school, and finds 
that romance is blossoming between 
him and Jill. Later, Maggie’s visit to 
Kelly’s salon proves to be tense.

Film: Heartbreak Ridge, ITV4, 10.15pm
There is every reason to celebrate the work of Clint 
Eastwood (above left) during any year but given that 
the great man turns 90 in 2020 it seems particularly 
fitting. He is perfect in the role of Gunnery Sergeant 
Thomas Highway in this war drama, which he also 
produced and directed, a man who is assigned to 
whip a squad of raw recruits into shape for the 
invasion of Grenada in 1983. Easier said than done.

Soap: Emmerdale, ITV, 7pm
Brenda is suspicious that Mandy has done something 
with the money – will she take it any further as the 
pair (Lisa Riley and Lesley Dunlop, both above)  
spend time in the same room tonight? Elsewhere in 
the Dales tonight, Tracy is taken aback when  
Vanessa tells her that she’s prepared a last will  
and testament. As Vanessa heads into her operation, 
will Tracy blurt out a well-kept secret? 

Reality: The Undateables, 
C4, 9pm
We are still not at ease 
with this programme title, 
it does feel unfair on the 
subjects, but we do love 
watching their quest to 
find love. Tonight, hockey 
player Hannah (right) 
reveals all about the 
functional neurological 
disorder she lives with 
following a random 
seizure. Royalist Sam, 
who is autistic, has 
planned his own nuptials 
right down to the smallest 
details, despite never 
going on a date, and 
Jodie longs for a partner 
before she will need to 
rely on her wheelchair.

Travel: Grand Tours  
Of Scotland’s Lochs,  
BBC2, 7.30pm
We have to admit that any 
tour of Scotland which 
involved us would not 
include a walk down ‘The 
Old Coffin Road’. The 
name was not enough to 
put good old Paul Murton 
(left) off though. Landing 
at Glenuig, he makes his 
way inland to Loch 
Moidart and MacDonald 
country, walking a route 
used for centuries by 
funeral parties, taking 
their dead to a sacred 
isle. Later, Paul sails up 
Loch Shiel to Glenfinnan, 
where Bonnie Prince 
Charlie has history.

Travel
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For your art lovers, vienna is renowned for its stunning collections, you will not 
be disappointed as there are no fewer than 100 galleries and museums to 
explore when you visit vienna. You will have the chance to view the inspirational 
architecture, which is part of the very fabric of vienna, with landmarks such as 
st stephen’s cathedral, and the unbelievable schonbrunn and Hofburg palaces 
standing out as absolute must-sees.

Finish your city break in Budapest Hungary’s capital city. Budapest is one of the 
most popular cities to visit in eastern europe. This is mainly due to its deep 
history and rich culture. There is a wide range of 
sights to visit including the World Heritage site of 
Buda castle Hill where you can walk along its 
cobblestone streets taking in the beautiful 
architecture and popular sights.

Price includes:
●  Return flights from various UK airports 

& train transfer between cities
●  Three nights’ four-star bed & breakfast 

stay in vienna
●  Three nights’ four-star bed & breakfast 

stay in Budapest
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november £299pp Call Now

*regional airports available at a 
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for more information. 


